About the Authors

Ghita Bdrsan — is the Commandant (Rector) of the “Nicolae Balcescu” Land Forces
Academy of Sibiu. He holds a PhD diploma in Engineering Sciences since 1997 and
is also a habilitated doctor since 2014, coordinating PhD students in the field of Military
Sciences. is research area covers Defence Modelling and Simulation, Military Sciences,
E-learning, etc. He was the program director in the e-learning implementation within
the Romanian Land Forces Staff and a member of the working group Partnership for
Peace PfP Consortium Geneva — Advanced Distributed Learning.

Nicola Cristadoro — is an officer in the Italian Army. He holds a degree in Political Science
from the University of Milan, a degree in Strategic Sciences from the University
of Turin and a degree in International and Diplomatic Sciences from the University of
Trieste. For many years he worked in the field of Military Intelligence and Security,
deepening his studies on the doctrine and organisation of the Russian Armed Forces.
He is also an expert on Information Operations and PsyOps. He has published
numerous articles in “Rivista Militare”, “Rivista Italiana Difesa” (RID), “Analisi
Difesa”, “Difesa Online”, “Nuova Antologia Militare”, “Limes”.

Andrew Dolan — is a graduate from the University of Glasgow and the Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst. On resigning his commission, he became a member of the
international staff in Office of the Special Advisor to the NATO Secretary General.
During this time, he worked as a U.K. National Expert and consultant to the European
Commission. Following a period as a Research Fellow at the U.K. Defence Academy,
he left government service to act as a consultant to the U.S. Defense Threat Reduction
Agency. He is currently a senior advisor to DTRA and the U.S. DOE, as well as
a recently appointed Ludovika Fellow on Artificial Intelligence and Public Policy
at the Ludovika University of Public Service, Budapest, Hungary. He is a Director
of the Centre for the Study of New Security Challenges.

Isabela Dragomir — is an Assistant Professor at the “Nicolae Balcescu” Land Forces
Academy of Sibiu, she teaches general and military English at graduate and post-
graduate level. She obtained a PhD in Philology (with focus on Linguistics) in 2019.
Her fields of research include, but are not limited to Linguistics, EFL, ESP, adult
learning, E-learning, gender mainstreaming. She also acts as a language expert in
several international and national projects and grants, and has coordinated public
diplomacy and educational projects under the aegis of NATO PDD.



1lie Gligorea — is a System Engineer and Assistant Professor at the Department of
Technical Sciences of the Faculty of Military Management of the “Nicolae Balcescu”
Land Forces Academy of Sibiu. He is a graduate engineer with a degree in Computer
Science. He is currently doing his PhD in Systems Engineering. He has been involved
in various national and international projects and as an IT specialist has developed/
implemented e-learning platforms, web applications and other software applications
in programming languages such as Python, Java, PHP.

Eado Hecht—is a Military Analyst focusing mainly on the relationship between military
theories, military doctrines and actual practice. He is Senior Researcher at the Begin-
Sadat Center for Strategic Studies and teaches courses on military theory and military
history at Bar-Ilan University, Haifa University and Reichman University and in
a variety of courses in the Israel Defense Forces. He has published more than ten
books and text books and more than 50 articles and has been the scientific editor
of six books.

Vojtech Juréak — is a retired Colonel of the Slovakian Air Force who works at the Armed
Forces Academy (AFA) of general Milan Rastislav Stefanik in Liptovsky Mikulas,
participates in the development of the security theory, defence of the state in the
context of national and international security and operations of the international crisis
management organisations. He is the author and co-author of four monographs, two
university textbooks and many university text books. He is the principal investigator
and co-investigator of research and development projects, one of which is within
the EDA. He was a guarantor and member of the scientific boards of international
scientific conferences in the Czech Republic, Poland and Ukraine. He is currently
aprofessor — head of the Security and Defence Department at the AFA, and he is the
guarantor of the study field Security and Defence of the State.

Boglarka Koller — is Jean Monnet Chair, Full Professor, Head of the Department of
European Studies and Vice-Rector for International Affairs at the Ludovika University
of Public Service, Budapest. She graduated at the Corvinus University, Budapest
as an economist in 1998; she also holds an MA in Nationalism Studies from the
Central European University (CEU), Budapest and an MSc in European Studies from
the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE). Her main research
areas are history and theories of European integration, differentiated integration
and multi-speed Europe, Europeanisation in Central and Eastern Europe. She has
numerous publications on European integration.

198



Jaroslav Kompan — is recently assigned as Assistant Professor at the Department of
Military tactics and operational art of the Armed Forces Academy of General Milan
Rastislav Stefanik in Liptovsky Mikul4s. His field of research is mainly focused
on military engineering, operational art, operational employment of land forces,
national and international security. NATO DEEP SME on tactical and operational
level planning and officer’s education enhancement for Ukraine, Iraq and Georgia.

Attila Marjan — is an Associate Professor with habilitation at LUPS with a research
area covering the changes of the geopolitical situation of the EU and the underlying
political dynamics. He has written extensively on European integration with critical
analyses on megatrends, crisis management and various sorts of reforms. He has
gathered professional experience in the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, was a Member of the Cabinet of the European Commission in Brussels and
the European Research Director of the Hungarian Institute of International Affairs.

Jan Misik — received a PhD in personal and property protection and EUR ING in secu-
rity engineering. He held the position of Assistant Professor at the Department of
Security and Defence of the Armed Forces Academy. In his professional activity,
he focuses on security management, risk management and international security
issues. He currently works as a General State Counsellor of the Ministry of Justice
of the Slovak Republic.

Romana Oancea — is an Associate Professor at LFA she holds a PhD in Electronic
Engineering since 2011. Her research area covers cybersecurity, image processing,
e-learning. She participated in several international and national projects and grants,
both as coordinator and member and has published valuable scientific papers on topics
like: critical infrastructure protection, face detection and localisation in different
contexts, computer and network security.

Aurelian Ratiu—1s an infantry officer of the Romanian Land Forces, currently is Associate
Professor, Dean of the Faculty of Military Sciences, “Nicolae Bélcescu” Land Forces
Academy, Sibiu, Romania. He has a PhD in Military Sciences and Intelligence,
master’s degree in International Affairs and postgraduate study certificates for:
Defense Resources Management for Senior Officials and Crisis management. His
expertise area covers military sciences, and comprehensive integrated approach in
military conflicts and in complex operational environments. He has contributed
to over 15 books, has served on roughly 40 international conference and he has
participated in over 10 research projects.

199



Péter Talas — is a historian, politologist, expert in security policy, candidate in political
sciences. He graduated from ELTE (E6tvos Lorand University) in 1985. Until 1994
he worked as an Assistant Professor at ELTE Faculty of Arts. After that he joined
the Centre for Strategic and Defence Studies, since 2003 he has been working as the
Director of the Centre. Between 1994 and 2000 he worked at the Hungarian Public
Television as freelance editor and reporter. He published as author or co-author 13
books, more than 180 studies and nearly 250 articles. He is editor of 17 books, and
editor-in-chief of the journal called Nation and Security. His main research fields
are strategic and security policy processes in the East Central European region and
new type security challenges.

Paul Tudorache — is a field artillery officer of the Romanian Land Forces, currently
working as a Professor at “Nicolae Balcescu” Land Forces Academy of Sibiu.
He completed doctoral and habilitation studies in Military Sciences at the “Carol
I” National Defence University where he is a PhD coordinator. His expertise area
covers multidomain operations, especially decision-making in full spectrum oper-
ations. He has authored valuable books and scientific papers in the field of Military
Science, most of which focus on research directions and strategies for innovating
and revolutionising military capabilities.

Milan Turaj — is Assistant Professor at the Department of Military tactics and operational
art of the Armed Forces Academy of General Milan Rastislav Stef4nik in Liptovsky
Mikulas. His fields of research are mainly focused on joint fire support, Joint Terminal
Attack Controllers, integration of joint fire support into the manoeuvre of land
forces, national and international security. He is designated for acting as a Chief of
STANEVAL and Programme Manager of NATO accredited National JTAC Training
Programme.

Michal Vajda —is Assistant Professor at the Department of Military tactics and operational
art of the Armed Forces Academy of General Milan Rastislav Stefanik in Liptovsky
Mikulas. Artillery officer, his field of research is joint fire support and its integration
into operations with focus on artillery gunnery.

200



