Editor’s Note

On 1]July 2024, Hungary assumed the rotating Presidency of the Council of the
European Union for a six-month term. Hungary had previously held this posi-
tion in the first half of 2011. At that time, due to the change of the government
in 2010, Hungary had little time to prepare for the Presidency. Despite these
challenges, the 2011 Hungarian EU Presidency was considered a significant
success. The preparations for the 2024 Hungarian EU Presidency began much
earlier and in a timelier manner. The program outlining the policy priorities
of the Hungarian Presidency was presented in mid-June 2024. The preparation
for the Presidency was not solely the responsibility of the Hungarian Govern-
ment, which worked on developing various political and policy positions and
organising tasks related to the Presidency, but also involved many other actors
who began preparing for the successful implementation of the EU Presidency.

Among these contributors was the Ludovika University of Public Service,
Hungary’s leading higher education institution for public service training,
which has supported the government’s objectives for the Presidency through
its educational and research capacities. This includes training officials involved
in the Presidency’s tasks, providing assistance in assembling the personnel
required for the domestic events during the Presidency, conducting research
relevant to the Hungarian EU Presidency and organising high-level academic
conferences and side-events.

The Europe Strategy Research Institute of the Ludovika University of Public
Service also played a significant role in these efforts. In early July 2022, the
Institute launched a three-year research program focused on the 2024 Hunga-
rian EU Presidency. Since the summer of 2022, the Institute has published seve-
ral study volumes in both English and Hungarian, organised professional and
academic conferences, and published brief policy-related posts on a daily basis.
In September 2023, the Institute published a study volume entitled On the Way
to the Hungarian EU Presidency under the auspices of the Ludovika University
Press, followed by another volume in April 2024, entitled The 2024 Hungarian
EU Presidency.

The present publication is also the result of the aforementioned research
program, based on the “Hungarian EU Presidency Workshop Series” launched in
September 2023. During this series, the Institute’s researchers prepared policy
papers within their respective areas of policy research. These papers discuss
the challenges within each area, the policy achievements of the 2011 Hungarian



Editor’'s Note

EU Presidency, the Hungarian national interests and provide recommendations
for the 2024 Hungarian EU Presidency. These analyses were presented and
discussed at monthly workshops with the Institute’s staff, invited experts
and designated professional reviewers. The suggestions and additions made
during the workshops were incorporated into the analyses. Between September
2023 and September 2024, the researchers presented seven policy papers; this
publication is their summarised, edited version.
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